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CURATOR'S CORNER

     On January 1st, we began our 19th year of operation and our 5th in downtown Fairborn. Since Day One/Hour 
Zero we've received an outpouring of support and artifacts....however, our (built in 1928) building can't keep pace. 
Our current space limits what we can do to tell the 250 year history of our Armed Forces. We're hopeful that, 
working with the Fairborn City Council, we'll be able to move into larger quarters. 

  For today’s museum-goer, we must be more than a building, we must be a living, welcoming, and meaningful place
for veterans, families, and visitors of all ages. While this statement captures who we are now, and the direction we 
are headed; we look forward to continuing this journey with our volunteers, supporters, and the entire Fairborn 
community as we honor the past, engage the present, and inspire the future by preserving history, honoring 
veterans, and educating and enriching our community through powerful military storytelling.

    As many of you know, the museum is an all volunteer organization. We receive no state or federal funding and 
rely solely on donations, sponsors, and you to stay open. As many grants have been rescinded, it is increasingly 
difficult to obtain funding this way.  A small donation goes a long way. From exhibit make overs, to paying the lease,
to archival supplies, everything helps. Perhaps we have your loved one's artifacts in our collection - it takes funding 
to care for them on an annual basis. Maintaining temperature, cleaning, storage bags and boxes, printer ink, it all 
adds up and any donation helps to offset these expenses. So, if you are able to and so inclined, please help us save
this history...YOUR history. Thank you all for many years of support; together we can continue to grow this Museum.
       

     While the Museum continues to receive artifacts from around the country nearly every week, we still have people 
locally who haven't heard about us. YOU can help us rectify that by forwarding this newsletter to people who have 
an interest in military history, “Like” us on Facebook and invite your family and friends to do the same! 

     We appreciate your continued support and we look forward to seeing you in the months ahead! 

  In closing, I want to acknowledge the loss of three of our supporters, volunteers, and most importantly, friends. 
Carl “Doc” Kanzari died suddenly in August, right as he was on the threshold of starting a new life in retirement with 
the love of his life, Beth. Doc was a veteran of 10 deployments. Two weeks ago, Kandi Nevin died suddenly. In the 
nearly two decades I've known her, there's not a single time I can recall where she didn't have a smile and a kind 
word. She volunteered during the Patriot Freedom Festivals held at the Dayton VA and other events there. Finally, 
we received word three days ago of the death of Marine Veteran and longtime VA volunteer Robert Kincses. Robert 
had a kind soul and always had words of encouragement. He was a staunch environmentalist and cared deeply 
about the planet. He was the driving force for the restoration of the Grotto Gardens at the VA. Words cannot 
express how much these individuals impacted our lives or how deeply they are missed.  

         Carl J. “Doc” Kanzari                               Kandi Nevin                                     Robert Kincses

Respectfully, 
 

Mark Conrad, MSgt, USAF, RET
Curator



FROM PUBLIC AFFAIRS / COMMUNITY OUTREACH:

  I began volunteering two days a week at Hospice on the Dayton Veterans Affairs Medical Center in January 2024 
and I love it !!!  I get to spend time with our Vets, making sure snacks, pop, fresh fruit, you name it, are provided for 
our fellow Vets and their families - I do a LOT of shopping at Sam’s!  

  2024 was the museum’s 6th year (with a two year break during and after COVID and while moving) providing a 
traditional Thanksgiving dinner, and at the patient's and staff's request, for Christmas we had City BBQ the day 
before Christmas Eve.  We ensure all the Vets, their families and visitors, volunteers and staff (who are the BEST) 
get to enjoy a meal.  

  2024 was also the first year we provided Easter Sunday brunch from Bob Evans. For Halloween we do a Reverse 
Trick-or-Treat with our Vets, where we give goodies instead of getting them. I also decorate the Vets’ rooms for 
every holiday & season. Additionally, we provide Christmas gift bags for our Vets in dialysis and Memory Care.   

  Throughout the year there are special things that Vets really want like… Skittles, Kellogg's Raisin Bran, orange 
Gatorade, Number Search (It’s like Word Search but with numbers.), and a Vet who liked painting - that was fun.  If 
the Vet wants a treat & their diet allows it, we provide it.
 
  We have the honor of doing something very personal for our Vets -providing a uniform to be buried in.  Hospice & 
the VA know that the museum provides this service. We recently had the honor of providing a Marine, at his family's 
request, the Vets dress uniform, hat, and gloves.  His father told us that their Vet never had one to wear and that 
their son would now be wearing one forever.  Since 2016 we have provided about a dozen uniforms for Vets in the 
VA and in the community.  This was started because someone called the VA asking for a uniform for their Vet to be 
buried in.  We also provide medal sets for Vets or their Next of Kin who want their medals replaced. If time permits, 
we send their request to the National Military Personnel Center in Saint Louis, Missouri, although that can mean 
waiting a year or more to receive them. For Veterans in failing health we will research their awards and decorations 
and provide them ourselves. 

  Where does the money come from?  Annually we send our “begging” letter to area military and Veterans Service 
Organizations such as the American Legion, AMVETS and Veterans of Foreign Wars. We are grateful for those who
are able to donate; unfortunately, with the downturn in the economy and several Posts having closed, naturally 
donations are down compared to previous years. When necessary, Mark and I pay for needed items ourselves 
because at Hospice, the end of life is just as important as the first of life. 

  Lastly, I’m asking for your donations to help with everything we do year round for our fellow Vets at the Dayton VA.
All donations are kept in the Museum's charity account, separate from our working account (which keeps the place 
running and the bills paid.)  All donations are tax exempt to the extent the IRS allows.  Making a gift for our Vets is 
easy:  you can donate via the PayPal link on our website, or you can send a check.  Make your check to Miami 
Valley Military History Museum and mail to: 4 E. Main Street, Fairborn, Ohio 45324, Attention: Jody Prater, for 
Hospice.

  I'll keep you updated in coming newsletters. On behalf of all our fellow Vets, thank you 

Catherine I. Beers-Conrad, USAF Vet
Hospice Volunteer, Dayton VAMC
Museum Treasurer, Public Affairs/Community Relations
(937) 318 - 8820 (Office)
mvmhm2007@gmail.com
    
Respectfully, 

Catherine I. Beers, USAF Veteran 
Public Affairs Officer 

mailto:mvmhm2007@gmail.com


MONTHLY SPEAKERS SERIES

  Join us for our monthly Speakers Series the second Saturday of each month at 2:00PM. If you can't attend in 
person check our Facebook page for a link to the recorded session. NOTE: dates, times and events subject to 
no-notice change.

  Saturday, January 10, 2026, 2:00PM: Mark Conrad, MSgt, USAF, Ret.: The History of the Dayton National Home 
for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. 

  Saturday, February 14th, 2026, 2:00PM: National Park Service Ranger Roger Osorio, Education and Outreach 
Coordinator, Charles Young Buffalo Soldiers National Monument: Love Letters

***Saturday, March 28th, 2026, 2:00PM: Mark Conrad, MSGT, USAF, Ret., Catherine Beers-Conrad, USAF Vet, 
Proud Gold Star, Daughter of MSGT Jack B. Beers, US Army, KIA, 7 April 1967, Vietnam and Captain (Chaplain) 
Michael Breznau, USAF, MSG Unit Chaplain, 88th ABW/HC: Vietnam Veterans Day 9th Annual Vietnam Veteran 
Pinning Ceremony. 

  Note: The Pinning Ceremony is for ANYONE who served Honorably ANYWHERE in the 
world between November 1955 and May 1975, as well as their spouses and children. If  
the Veteran is deceased, pins may be presented to the surviving spouse and/or children.

VOLUNTEERS

  We couldn't operate without the dedication and time of our volunteers. Here's a breakdown of who they are (our 
youngest volunteer is 10, and our oldest is 83):

Total Volunteers (Ad Hoc and Core): 37   Core Volunteers: 13  
Total service-connected disabled veterans (Ad Hoc and Core volunteers): 49%    
Total service-connected disabled veterans (Core volunteers only): 92%

  In 2025, 29 volunteers contributed an amazing total of 5,331.5 hours; 13 volunteers contributed more than 100 
hours each.

  Are you looking for something fun and meaningful to do in 2026? Want a hands-on way to connect with your 
community? Become a volunteer at MVMHM!  Volunteers support museum events, tours, educational programs, 
and behind-the-scenes operations. You’ll gain hands-on experience with history and culture while making a real 
impact - helping bring our military history to life for visitors of all ages. Whether you’re a student, retiree, or history 
enthusiast, there’s a place for you here.

  For High Schoolers – Earn community service hours with us! You'll also learn awesome military history from 1776 
to the present, boost your resume with real skills, and make a difference honoring our veterans. And, “No 
experience needed” – just bring your energy!

  Volunteering only requires you to commit to four (4) hours per month, on a schedule that YOU decide. You can do 
all 4 hours in a single day, or spread your hours over the course of the month – whatever is convenient for you.

  Contact our Curator at 937-318-8820 or curator@mvmhm.com for more details.

FREE SERVICES WE PROVIDE: 

Speakers Bureau Funeral support

Operation FOOTLOCKER (traveling WWII education program) Genealogy and research archives

Awards and Decorations Replacement Veterans Roll of Honor

mailto:curator@mvmhm.com


  The Veterans Roll of Honor can be found at:  https://www.mvmhm.com/vroh.htm.   To submit a Veteran for the Roll
of Honor, email their full name, rank, branch of service, service history and awards and decorations (these are 
optional), to Mark Conrad at curator@mvmhm.com. You can submit only a name, or you can also include a picture; 
if no picture is available, the appropriate service emblem will be used. (Note that we reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar and spelling.

DONATION ROUND-UP:

  The generosity of people interested in preserving our military heritage has ensured we have a wide variety of 
artifacts in our collections. Last year, 86 different individuals and organizations donated artifacts – within the first 
month of this year, these donors contributed to our holdings (an asterisk (*) indicates they've previously made a 
donation)

Laura Garrett (Ohio) *Kevin Lakes (Ohio) *Ana Jackman (Ohio)
*Goodwill Easter Seals (Ohio) *Wright-Patterson Base Thrift Store (Ohio) *Lori Naughton (Ohio)
Jason Wysong (Ohio) Debbie Horine (Ohio) Jack Mecham, Major, USAF, Retired (Ohio)
*Robert Egge, SMSgt, USAF, Ret. (Ohio) *Bob Potts, Captain, USAF, Retired (Ohio)
Craig Harshbarger (Ohio) 

  Thanks everyone!

  Among the items we've received this year is a small grouping belonging to Staff Sergeant Ronald Crosby Schultz 
who served in the European Theater in World War II. Among his artifacts was a very nice M1 helmet with a 
Firestone-made liner; it's always a nice surprise when an untouched American helmet comes out of the woodwork. 
Sergeant Schultz also sent back a small, eclectic group of German souvenirs, consisting of a German canteen, a 
weapons decontamination bottle, a small first aid booklet, and an expended 20 millimeter shell casing.

mailto:curator@mvmhm.com
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FEATURED ARTIFACT(S): Korean War-era Willys Jeep 

     In 2019, we agreed to safeguard an Air Force officer's 1953-dated Willys jeep. It's complete with the canvas top 
as well as a set of radio gear. However, his assignments so far, and one upcoming, have kept him from returning to 
the States. Consequently he's decided to donate it to us. The engine is currently out of it as it needs some major 
work done on it, but otherwise the jeep's in great shape. We'll need to stencil the markings for the hood and 
bumpers. This jeep was delivered in July, 1953. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS:

Our “Wish List”:   We're looking for some specific items to fill gaps in our displays/collection – if you have any 
of these items, please consider donating them!

Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican-American War, Civil War, Spanish-American War, Mexican Border 
Expedition:   ANYTHING!

World War I: U.S. Air Service uniforms,  U.S. Navy uniforms, any style;  Model 1911 .45 pistol;  Model 1903 
Springfield rifle and parts, Model 1917 Enfield rifle and parts, Model 1914 Hotchkiss Machine Gun ammunition box, 
U.S. trench boots; German or Austrian uniform tunic; German "Kratchen" soft hat with insignia; German enlisted or 
officer's picklehaube ("Spike helmet", Infantry or Artillery), German, Austrian, or Hungarian medals and insignia, 
German Model 98n/a ("Butcher") saw back bayonet with teeth intact, German Mauser Model 98 rifle, German P08 
"Luger" pistol, German steel helmets, Imperial German or Prussian flags, Model 1914 Mauser pocket pistol.



World War II:  German uniforms and headgear, German medals and insignia, German M24 stick grenade (inert 
only), German P08 (Luger) pistol, German P38 pistol, Italian uniforms and headgear of any type, Italian medals and 
insignia, Italian Carcano rifle, Italian Berretta pistol, Japanese uniforms and headgear, Japanese Imperial Navy 
helmet, Japanese "last ditch" bayonet and scabbard, Japanese medals and insignia, Japanese "Rising Sun" (rayed)
flag, Japanese Nambu or Type 94 pistols, Japanese swords, US Marine herringbone twill uniform, US Marine M1 
helmet with cover, Army Air Forces A14 oxygen mask, Army Air Forces leather flight gear, any Pearl Harbor Purple 
Heart, US field gear, US medals and insignia, M-1 carbine, M-1 Garand, Model 1911 .45 pistol, 100 pound practice 
bombs.

Korean War: North Korean and Chinese uniforms and headgear, North Korean and Chinese flags, North Korean 
and Chinese medals and insignia, US uniforms, any branch, US Air Force jet pilots flight helmet, US headgear, any 
type, US medals and insignia, photographs and photograph albums.

Vietnam:  NVA and VC uniforms and headgear, NVA and VC field gear, NVA and VC medals and insignia
NVA and VC weapons, NVA and VC photographs, Viet Cong flag, South Vietnamese flag, "Ho Chi Minh Slicks" 
(sandals), "Beercan" insignia, Zippo lighter with insignia, US claymore mine and/or "clacker", inert only, US "tiger 
stripe" uniform, US Army Green Beret with insignia, US field gear, any type, US helicopter crewman's helmet
US medals and insignia, US photographs and award documents, Operation BABYLIFT materials.

Cold War: Operation CROSSROADS material, Soviet/Cuban officer's uniform, any type, Soviet Bloc or Cuban 
medals and insignia, Soviet Bloc and Cuban field gear, any type, East German officers brocade belt and buckle, 
East German officers dress dagger, US Berlin Brigade uniform, any type, US Air Force “McPeak” officers grade 
uniform.

Military Operations Other Than War (MOOTW): US Marines in Beirut, Lebanon, Operation POWER PACK 
materials (Dominican Republic), Operation URGENT FURY materials (Grenada), Operation JUST CAUSE materials
(Panama), IFOR / SFOR / KFOR Bosnia and Kosovo materials.

Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM: Iraqi uniforms, any type, Iraqi medals and insignia, US 
uniforms, any type, SCUD or PATRIOT missile shrapnel.

Operations ENDURING FREEDOM, IRAQI FREEDOM, and NEW DAWN: Iraqi uniforms, any type, prayer rugs, 
Iraqi medals and insignia, Saddam Fedayeen (“Darth Vader” helmet) helmet, Iraqi beret, any branch, large Iraqi flag 
with gold fringe, US Marine Corp "MARPAT" battle dress uniform, desert pattern, Meals, Ready To Eat (MREs, 
unopened or individual packets), US field gear, any type, ISIS flag, ISIS propaganda.

Military Chaplains: Uniforms and headgear, combat kits, folding field organs.

General and Flag Officers: Uniforms and headgear, awards and decorations, insignia, flags, personal items.

How can YOU  help preserve our veterans history?

  Each day more and more of our Veterans are passing away. The last Veteran from World War I passed away in 
February 2011; our World War II Veterans are dying at the rate of approximately 1,000 a day. For many younger 
people, conflicts as recent as Vietnam seem to be "old war movies". Unfortunately, many times when a veteran dies
all of his or her history dies with them - we want to bring to life the stories of our veterans and provide a tangible link 
to them. Donations ensure our continued growth, and preservation of our veteran's stories. (All donors are credited 
on the museum's web site).  

 Nothing is too small or insignificant!  



NEW AWARDS, DECORATIONS AND QUALIFICATION BADGES:

  As we become aware of newly approved awards and decorations, we'll include them in this newsletter as there will 
always be veterans who qualify retroactively, but might not be aware of what they've earned. Here's the latest for 
the U.S. Navy and Army:

  Navy Arctic Service Medal: The Navy's new Arctic Service Medal is
intended to recognize the unique hardships operating at and above the Arctic
Circle. It is awarded to Navy and Marine Corps personnel who: complete 28
consecutive or non-consecutive days of service (or 21 days in specific cases)
above the Arctic Circle after January 1, 1982, or perform specialized, high-
intensity Arctic operations, such as ice-covered strait transits, North Pole
transits, or submarine vertical surfacing through ice.

  Mexican Border Defense Medal:  The Mexican Border Defense Medal
(MBDM) was announced in August 2025 to recognize service members who
served on the southern border. It is an exact duplicate of the Mexican Border
Service Medal authorized in 1918.

The Mexican Border Defense Medal requires 30 days (consecutive or non-
consecutive) service supporting Customs and Border Protection within 100
nautical miles of the US- Mexico border (Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and
California) or 24 nautical miles offshore, from January 20, 2025, on-wards,
replacing the Armed Forces Service Medal (AFSM) for this mission; service
members previously awarded the AFSM for the same period can apply to
exchange it, but may not receive both.

  Army Master Combat Infantryman Badge and Combat Medical Badge: Previously, if a soldier earned the  
Expert Infantryman Badge and the Combat Infantryman Bade, they could only wear one of them. By adding the  
gold wreath, the Master Combat Infantryman Badge acknowledges the wearer has earned both. The same has 
been done for the Combat Medical Badge and Combat Action Badge.

Army Mountaineering Badge: The Mountaineering Badge is a Group 4 "special
skill" badge. The badge  is awarded to any service member upon completion of
the Army Mountain Warfare School, based at Ethan Allen Firing Range in Jericho,
Vermont. The badge replaced the Ram's Head Device in 2025, which was only
(officially) permitted for wear on the uniforms of New England National Guard
personnel; The new badge is authorized Army-wide and may also be worn by all
personnel of the various U.S. uniformed services except for the U.S. Navy and
U.S. Marine Corps. 



UPCOMING EVENTS:

January:
 Saturday, January 10, 2026, 2:00PM: Monthly Speaker Series (2nd Saturday of each month, 2:00 - 

3:30PM ): Mark Conrad, MSgt, USAF, Retired: The History of the Dayton National Home for Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers.

 Saturday, January 17, 2026: 35th Anniversary of the start of Operation DESERT STORM
 Saturday, January 17, 2026, 1:00PM: League of World War I Aviation Historians meeting
 Wednesday, January 21, 2026, 6:00PM: Museum monthly board meeting.
 Tuesday, January 27, 2026, 6:00PM: Fairborn Military Veterans Coalition meeting.

February:
 Tuesday, February 3, 2026: The Immortal Four Chaplains Day.
 Saturday, February 14, 2026, 2:00PM: Monthly Speaker Series (2nd Saturday of each month, 2:00 - 

3:30PM ): National Park Ranger Roger Osorio: Love Letters.
 Wednesday, February 18, 2026, 6:00PM: Museum monthly board meeting.
 Thursday, February 19, 2026: US Coast Guard Reserve birthday.
 Tuesday, February 24, 2026, 6:00PM: Fairborn Military Veterans Coalition meeting.

March:
 Tuesday, March 3, 2026: US Navy Reserve birthday.
 Saturday, March 14, 2026, 2:00PM: No Speakers Series in lieu of Vietnam Veterans Day pinning ceremony.
 Wednesday, March 18, 2026, 6:00PM: Museum monthly board meeting.
 Tuesday, March 24, 2026, 6:00PM: Fairborn Military Veterans Coalition meeting.
 Wednesday, March 25, 2026: Medal of Honor Day.
 Saturday, March 28, 2026, 2:00PM: Annual Vietnam Veterans Day pinning ceremony at Museum. 

THIS QUARTER IN MILITARY HISTORY:

January 4, 1951: Seoul captured by Communist Chinese Forces (CCF).
January 15, 2002: Operation Enduring Freedom - Philippines begins.
January 17, 1781: Battle of Cowpens, SC.
January 17, 1991: Operation DESERT STORM begins at 0300 Iraq time.
January 20, 1862: General George H. Thomas defeats Confederates at Mill Springs, Kentucky.
January 26, 1942: First American forces arrive in Great Britain.
January 27, 1973: Official end of the Vietnam War.
January 31, 1915: The first use of poison gas in WW1, by Germany at Bolimow, Poland.

February 3, 1917: US severs diplomatic ties with Germany.
February 9, 1861: Jefferson Davis elected President of Confederate States of America.
February 11, 1951: Chinese counteroffensive begins north of Hoengsong.
February 12, 1955: President Eisenhower's administration sends the first U.S. advisers to South Vietnam to train the
South Vietnamese Army.
February 15, 1898: Submarine mine sinks U.S. Battleship Maine in Havana Harbor, 260 killed.
February 19, 1944: US Marines land on Iwo Jima.
February 24, 1991: Allied ground assault against Iraq begins.
February 27, 1776: North Carolina militia defeat Loyalist Scots inflicting heavy casualties at Moore’s Creek bridge.

March 3, 1991: Iraq accepts conditions for a permanent cease fire.
March 7, 1945: U.S. 9th Armored Division captures the Remagen bridge intact.
March 8, 1862: Battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas.
March 15, 1781: Battle at Guilford Courthouse, Guilford, NC.
March 18, 1951: United Nations forces retake Seoul.
March 19, 2003: Operation Iraqi Freedom begins.
March 21, 1918: Second Battle of the Somme begins.
March 30, 1972: North Vietnamese launch a major offensive across the DMZ.



TRIVIA

  Some of the grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence against King George III were refusing his assent 
to "wholesome" laws, making judges dependent on "his will alone," and bringing in foreign mercenaries to wage war
on the colonies in a way "totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation". How many (total) grievances did the 
Declaration list?

*****

       Miami Valley Military History Museum    
       4 E. Main Street
       Fairborn, OH 45324

       Hours of Operation: 11AM to 5PM

       Tuesday through Saturday 
       All Patriotic holidays
       By Appointment

 (Please note that opening hours are contingent on volunteer availability.)

    
       Curator: Mark Conrad, MSgt, USAF, Ret.
                     937-318-8820
                     937-902-8001

                     Email: curator@mvmhm.com

      Public Affairs: Catherine Beers, USAF Veteran
                             937-318-8820
                            
                             Email: mvmhm2007@gmail.com

        Internet: www.mvmhm.com

 
      Member of the Small Museums Association. 

  Please note that we operate receive NO Federal funding and operate entirely by donations or "out of 
our own pockets" and with the help of unpaid staff and volunteers. We are a 501(C)3 non-profit 
Charitable Organization ID 46 - 0835261 
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